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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 205740 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, PDIP, DM 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL ADVISORY 

REF: A) STATE 197266 B) COTONOU 1360 

1 . AMBASSADOR BOYA ADVISED DEPARTMENT ON AUGUST 25 THAT HE 
HAD INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTER BY LETTER OF HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARROP. DEPARTMENT EX- 
PECTS THAT POST WILL HAVE TO CONTACT FOREIGN MINISTRY TO 
FOLLOW UP IN ORDER TO OBTAIN PROMPT RESPONSE. 

2. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERING MESSAGE FOR ALL DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR POSTS AND ALL U.S. PASSPORT OFFICES. MESSAGE 
WILL ALSO BE DEPARTMENT PRESS RELEASE. WE WILL ALSO GIVE 
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COPY TO EMBASSY OF BENIN. WE WILL EMPHASIZE TO ALL RECI- 
PIENTS THAT STEPS MUST BE TAKEN TO WARN U.S. CITIZENS AND 
THAT MESSAGE EFFECTIVE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

3. REQUEST POST COMMENT ON DRAFT MESSAGE. AFTER RECEIPT 
POST COMMENT DEPARTMENT WILL INSTRUCT YOU TO APPROACH 
GPRB. MESSAGE IS DRAWN PRIMARILY FROM EMBASSY REPORTING. 
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DEPARTMENT BELIEVES MESSAGE SHOULD BE DETAILED SO AS TO BE 
SUFFICIENTLY CONVINCING. 

4. BEGIN TEXT: 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BENIN HAS CON- 
TINUED TO DEMONSTRATE GREAT CONCERN FOR ITS SECURITY 
SINCE THE ARMED ATTACK ON COTONOU IN IANUARY OF THIS 
YEAR. THE GOVERNMENT OF BENIN SUSPECTS THAT THE JANUARY 
1977 ATTACK WAS SCOUTED BY FOREIGN TOURISTS AND FEARS A 
REPETITION. BENINESE AUTHORITIES ARE THUS ESPECIALLY 
SENSITIVE TO THE PRESENCE OF FOREIGNERS. SINCE THE 
ATTACK. ARBITRARY INCARCERATIONS OF FOREIGN NATIONALS 
HAVE OCCURRED, AND FOREIGNERS HAVE BEEN DETAINED WITH- 
OUT CHARGE FOR INDEFINITE PERIODS. 

THE BENINESE AUTHORITIES ARE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE TO 
INDIVIDUALS TAKING PICTURES, YOUNG PEOPLE DISPLAYING A 
"LIBERATED" LIFE STYLE OR WEARING BLUE JEANS, BACK PACKS, 
LONG HAIR OR BEARDS AND VISITORS TRAVELLING IN GROUPS. 

OUR EMBASSY HAS EXPERIENCED GREAT DIFFICULTY IN OBTAIN- 
ING THE RELEASE OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO HAVE BEEN 
DETAINED BY BENINESE AUTHORITIES. ALL AMERICAN CITIZENS 
ARE DISCOURAGED FROM TRAVELLING TO BENIN UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. ALL TRAVELERS ARE 
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REQUESTED TO INFORM THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN COTONOU WELL 
IN ADVANCE OF INTENDED TRAVEL PLANS TO BENIN. END OF 
TEXT. 

VANCE 
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